LIES
At the same time, Paris announced the following places as scenes of German attacks: Longwy, Cirey, Delle (near Belfort),
The Germans were out of luck in this respect. They made the same assertions, but were able to speak only of "various points," "German localities," of an attempt to destroy the railway lines at Wesel and at Kochem in the Palatinate; they actually fell back on carrier-pigeons flying over the frontier at Basle, and on French officers in disguise said to have crossed the frontier in motor-cars at Walbeck. The motor-cars, especially, one of which was alleged to have been stopped but afterwards to have turned back into Holland, were represented in London as "the worst conceivable" violation, of neutrality. Bombs said to have been dropped at the same time on the railway line near Nuremberg were afterwards denied. To prove the existence of the casusfoederis, it was reported to Rome that doctors had infected wells near Metz with cholera bacilli. Such reports presented a picture of August ist unsurpassed by any poet's imagination, and in the general terror projected outward by the great searchlights, searching Heaven and Earth for enemies, only the Director of Police in Stuttgart preserved his sense of humour, reporting: "Clouds are taken for aviators, stars for dirigibles, bicycle-spokes for bombs."
Another path stood open. By the utmost caution, and by restriction of the German mobilisation to the East, the powerful anti-war elements in Paris might be strengthened, France's entry into the war delayed. France, alone of the countries in danger, had, under pressure from her Socialists, withdrawn her troops ten kilometres from the frontier; but this was done principally in the hope of influencing England's decision.
In Paris the German Ambassador had confined himself to the part of a postman, except that he opened the "notes as ordered" before handing them in. His obligate ques-
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